	Woody Biomass BMP Harvesting Audit Form*

	Tract Name:

	County:

	Legal Description (or GPS Coordinates):



	Landowner Name:
	Landowner Phone #:

	Logger Name:
	Logger Phone #:

	Contract: Yes or No (Circle one)
	Contract Period:

	Forest Management plan: Yes or No (Circle one) 
	Plan prepared by:

	Indicate type of plan (s) prepared for harvest site: Detailed (Stewardship), Project, Harvest (circle all that apply) NOTE: A copy of all plans must be provided to the verifier prior to the on-site visit.

	Verifier’s Name:
	Date of Verification visit:

	
	

	Essential Forest Tract and Logger Information (Pass or Fail Criteria)
	Y or N 

	1.
	Written plan prepared/approved by a Professional Forester (Professional Forester is defined in Missouri Revised Statutes - Chapter 142). 
	

	2.
	Written plan addresses forest sustainability with proper silvicultural/harvesting methods.
	

	3.
	Harvest contract refers to Missouri Woody Biomass Harvesting BMPs Manual and Missouri Watershed Protection Practice booklet.
	

	4.
	Logging contractor employs at least one Professional Timber Harvester (PTH) graduate who was on site during the harvest.
	

	5.
	A natural forest was not converted into pasture or other non-forest use (unless specified in written management plan prepared by a professional forester)?
	

	6.
	Woody biomass harvesting followed the management plan developed by a professional forester which includes the proper number of leave/crop trees retained (basal area).
	

	

	Harvesting Criteria (Rank the following on a 1-5 scale)
	1-5

	NA = Not applicable; 1 = Does not meet standards; 2 = Inconsistently meets standards; 
3 = Meets standards; 4 = Periodically exceeds standards; 5 = Consistently exceeds standards 

	Forest, Wildlife, and Soil Management Section*

	7.
	Harvesting was done at a time when soil was firm to minimize rutting, compacting, and erosion.


	

	8.
	Damage to crop/leave trees* should not exceed 10% by number.

	

	9.
	Directional felling and proper skidding techniques used to minimize damage to residual trees and other structures.

	

	10.
	At least a minimum of 1/3rd of the harvest residues were retained on site, distributed throughout the harvest area as practical (when using a chainsaw to fell trees) or 1/3rd of treetops from sawtimber harvest and 1/3 of the typical size small trees cut on site were retained, distributed throughout the harvest area as practical (when using a feller buncher or other mechanized harvester to fell trees).
	

	11.
	Oil, hydraulic fluid, gas, or other chemicals spills minimized.
	

	12.
	Wildlife BMPs have been properly applied to the harvest area (snags and dens retained, CWD left as needed, special or unusual wildlife habitats received proper protection) – see page four and five in the Missouri Woody Biomass Harvesting Manual.
	

	13.
	Skidding on shallow soils (0-20 inches to bedrock) and on steep slopes (greater than 15%) avoided.

	

	Water and Special Features Section*

	14.
	If applicable, were BMPs for sensitive sites (glades, fens, seeps, caves, sinkholes, unique sinkholes, and wetlands) applied during harvesting operations?
	

	15.
	Streams, ponds, and other waterways protected by Streamside Management Zones (SMZ).
	

	16.
	Heavy equipment excluded from 25 feet of stream banks in SMZs and from wetlands and buffer areas around sinkholes, caves, and springs.
	

	17.
	Stream crossings on roads and skid trails minimized and properly implemented (i.e., crossing at narrow points at a 90 degree angle, rocky bottoms, and low stream banks) and/or culverts/bridges and other measures applied to minimize site disturbance at stream crossings.
	

	18.
	Equipment serviced at least 200 feet from SMZs, sinkholes, caves, springs, wetlands, and other water bodies.
	

	19.
	Avoid using soil and/or slash for fill during construction of temporary stream crossings.


	

	Skid Trails, Log Landings, and Forest Road Section*

	20.
	Total amount of area occupied by roads and skid trails limited to no more than 10 percent of the area.
	

	21.
	Haul roads, skid trails and other disturbed areas shall be left in an equal or better condition as found prior to harvesting. 
	

	22.
	Water bars, turn outs, broadbase dips, and rolling dips were properly installed on roads, skid trails and landings to prevent erosion and excess water runoff (see Missouri Watershed Protection Practices booklet for specifications).
	

	23.
	Road grades kept to less than 8 percent slopes.
	

	24.
	Roads located on well-drained soils or on rocky soils away from streams, seeps, and other wet areas.
	

	25.
	Roads constructed to shed water by using water bars, broadbased dips, crowning, culverts, side ditches, turnouts, and natural slope.
	

	26.
	Roads and skid trails drained properly to avoid draining directly into streams, springs, sinkholes, wetlands, and other water bodies.
	

	27.
	Landings, skid trails and forest roads maintain proper distances from SMZs and other special features (unique sinkholes, caves, fens, wetlands, and glades)
	

	Aesthetics Section*

	28.
	Tops slashed within 100 feet of public roads or visually sensitive areas so debris is within 3 feet or less of the ground.
	

	29.
	Landings, skid trails, forest roads, and harvest areas followed aesthetic harvesting guidelines.
	

	30.
	Trash, oil and other fluids removed from the harvest area.
	

	
	Total Points
	

	
	Final Score (total points/possible points x 100) 
	

	* Refer to the Missouri Woody Biomass Harvesting Best Management Practices Manual and Missouri Watershed Protection Practice booklet for BMP criteria and definitions.
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